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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1953. 


Boston, January 29, 1954. 


Hon. Joun B. Hynes, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 
Str,— In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of 
the Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Com- 
missioners respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION. 


In accordance with chapter 246 of the Acts of 1945 
registration was held continuously at the central office 
from January 2 to September 2, inclusive, from Septem- 
ber 23 to October 14, inclusive, and from November 4 
to December 31, inclusive. Registration in wards was 
held on August 20, 21, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 31 and Sep- 
tember 1 and 2 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., for the Prelimi- 
nary City Election; and September 30, and October 1, 
2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13 and 14 from 6 p.m. to 10 P.M. for the 
City Election. This registration was held in two places 
in different sections of each ward, ten nights in each 
place. | 

NUMBER OF VOTERS. 

At the State Election held November 4, 1952, the 
number of voters on the list was 412,838. The number 
of such voters in the first list published by the Board 
August 7, 1953, was 368,522. From that time to the 
close of registration for the City Election there were 
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added the names of 15,342 voters. Included in this 
latter figure are the names of 12,736 voters who were 
omitted from the 1953 police listing and who were 
restored to the voting list without registration, under 
the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947. The 
number of voters on the final list sent to the polls on 
the day of the City Election, held November 3, 1953, 
was 383,864, a decrease of 28,974 from the number on 
the list at the preceding State Election. The number 
of voters on final list December 31, 1953, was 383,934. 


NOMINATION PAPERS, REFERENDUM AND RECOUNT 
PETITIONS. 


A total of 104 persons declared their intentions for 
nomination to City offices; 77 for City Councillor and 27 
for School Committeeman, 44 of these did not file 
nomination papers; the remaining 60 candidates sub- 
mitted 3,035 nomination papers on which 96,175 names 
were checked; 31 candidates were certified for the office 
of City Councillor and 17 candidates were certified 
for the office of School Committeeman; 1 candidate 
for the office of City Councillor withdrew his name 
from nomination after certification; 1 initiative petition 
consisting of 65 papers on which 1,999 names were 
certified, and 21 petitions for a recount of ballots cast 
for the office of School Committeeman in the City 
Election were filed, one in each of the twenty-two wards, 
with the exception of Ward 21; on these the names of 
1,280 voters were checked, making a total of 3,121 
papers filed on which the names of 98,654 voters were 
certified. 


RECOUNTS. 


A recount of the votes cast in the City Election for 
the office of School Committeeman in all wards of the 
city except Ward 21, was started on Monday morning, 
November 16, 1958. All machine precincts were 
canvassed first, by two teams. This phase consisting 
of a verification of the recordings on all machines in 
218 precincts was completed by Friday of the same 
week. The recount of 46,336 paper ballots cast was 
started the following Monday, November 23, 1953, 
and terminated upon the submission of a petition for 
discontinuance on the following Friday afternoon, at 
which time all ballots in the first 15 wards and sever al 
precincts in Ward 16 had been recounted. 
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REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST. 


~The names of 3,797 voters were stricken from the 
voting list by reason of death, removal from the city 
and other causes. 


JURORS. 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1953 con- 
tained the names of 9,602 voters of Boston. During 
the time covered by this report, 2,148 were drawn for 
jury service. 


REGISTRATION OF THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED. 


In accordance with the provisions of chapter 196 of 
the Acts of 1946, persons qualified to vote but unable 
to appear at a registration office because of physical 
disability were examined for registration in their homes 
or other places of confinement upon receipt of an ap- 
plication for such registration. Applications were re- 
ceived from 98 such persons. Of that number, 65 were 
found to be qualified and were duly registered. 
Twenty-one persons were on the regular voting list. 
One application was received after the closing date 
established by law and therefore could not be honored. 
Persons found qualified to register were furnished with 
applications for absentee ballots for the City Election. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REGISTRATION OF SOLDIERS AND 
SAILORS. 


Under the provisions of chapter 51, sections 50 and 
51, of the General Laws, 8 persons in the military serv- 
ice were registered as voters in Boston during the period 
from the close of registration to the third day preced- 
ing the City Election. 


ABSENTEE VOTING. 
Absentee voting applied to this City Election, and 
set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots: 


103 applications received from civilians. 
95 civilian ballots mailed. 
72 civilian ballots returned and sent to polls. 
128 applications received from physically disabled. 
123 ballots mailed to physically disabled. 
99 ballots returned and sent to polls. 
13 applications received from both members of the armed 
forces and kin, qualifying members of the armed forces 
(S.A. V.). 
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34 applications received from both members of armed forces 
and kin for registered voters in the armed forces. 


47 total applications for servicemen’s ballots. 
44 ballots mailed to servicemen. 
29 ballots returned by servicemen and sent to polls. 
1 civilian ballot returned ‘‘unclaimed.”’ 
0 servicemen’s ballot returned ‘‘unclaimed.”’ 
1 civilian ballot returned too late to be cast. 
4 gservicemen’s ballots returned too late to be cast. 
278 total applications received. 
262 total ballots mailed. 
200 total ballots returned and sent to polls. 


VoTiInG MACHINES. 


Voting machine coverage of the City was greatly 
extended in 1953. In contrast to 1952 when voters 
in 142 precincts were using machines the year 1953 
saw 218 precincts mechanized. In line with the policy 
of the Board to reduce the number of precincts in the 
City, 40 were eliminated for 1953 bringing the total 
number down to 322. With the increase in machine 
precincts this left only 104 paper ballot locations for 
the two City elections. 

All voters using machines for the first time were 
notified of demonstrations in their districts. Night 
sessions were held in order that everyone might become 
proficient in the use of machines. The results at both 
functions gave proof that the program was a success. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. 

The term of Perlie Dyar Chase, Esq., expired on 
March 31, 1953, and he was reappointed for the term 
of four years ending March 31, 1957. Mr. Chase was 
also designated by the Mayor to be Chairman of the 
Board. Commissioner Gertrude A. Pfau continued as 
Secretary of the Board. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT. 


The expenses of the Election Department for the 
year ending December 31, 1953, amounted to $499,109.40. 


PERLIE Dyar CHASE, 
GERTRUDE A. PFAU, 
JOSEPH Ruvsso, 
Davip LASKER, 


Board of Election Commissioners. 


ELECTION STATISTICS. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/annualreportofbo1953bost 


TABULATED STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER 
OF LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS, 
REGISTERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS 
AND PERSONS WHO VOTED IN EACH VOT— 
ING PRECINCT, TOGETHER WITH THE 
NUMBER OF VOTES CAST FOR EACH 
CANDIDATE AT THE 


PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION. September 22, 1953. 
Cf@y ELNCTION .  ..... :.. November, 1953. 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON. 
April 1, 1950. 


As Returned by the United States Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of Census. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for City Councillor, City Election, 
November 3, 1953. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for School Committeeman, City Election, 
November 3, 1953. 
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JosepH C. ToMASELLO. 


54,857 
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i a 
3,022} 6,087 
3,056 1,884 
2,659 4,572 
2,119 1,586 
1,917 1,470 
3,255 PGS) 
4,146 2,898 
3,096 1,982 
2,136 1,141 
3,805 2,286 
3,428 2,243 
2,324 1,682 
3,820 2,625 
2,681 2,456 
3,825 2,596 
5,669 4.955 
4,499 3,714 
5,746| 4,802 
4,404; 3,670 
5,983 6,165 
3,891 2,326 
4,857| 3,098 


80,638] 65,453 
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